Intraluminal clot of the carotid artery. A clinical-angiographic correlation of nine patients and literature review.
Between March 1980 and March 1985, intraluminal thrombi of the carotid artery were noted in 9 of 2250 patients undergoing arteriography for symptoms of cerebral ischemia. Five patients had transient ischemic attacks, and four had acute cerebral infarctions. Six patients had surgery, but a thrombus was only found in five. Two patients had new neurological deficits after surgery. Three patients received only medical therapy, and all remained stable. Intraluminal thrombus is an uncommon radiographic finding in patients with cerebral ischemia. Not all clots are confirmed at operation. The optimal treatment of this situation is not known. Both surgical and medical treatments deserve further investigation.